
Iowa Department of Human Services

Relative Home Study Report Format

Overview

The Iowa Department of Human Services is able to purchase relative home studies under the family centered supportive services program using the service code A77X.  The intent of this service is to allow DHS staff to authorize completion of relative home studies in situations where DHS is exploring the placement potential of a non-custodial parent or another relative of the identified child.  The availability of this service option may also be valuable in situations involving Interstate Compact on the Placement of Children cases.

This form is intended to provide the Department’s expectations and instructions for completing these relative home studies as well as the report format expectations for this service.

Report Format


1.
Identifying Information:

· Date and source of referral (which DHS office and worker requested the home study)

· Identified child in whose behalf the home study is being requested

· Purpose of study (ICPC, court ordered, DHS exploring relative placement options, etc.)

· For all persons living in the home:

· Full name

· Social Security number of all adults residing in household

· Date of birth

· Relationship to identified child, if any

· Address of the home to be studied

· Phone number – home and work


2.
Summary of Agency Contacts Involved in Completing Home Study:

· Dates of home visits

· Dates of phone contacts with the family

· Dates and description of contacts with collateral sources to compete home study (include a short description of the collateral contacted and the purpose of the contact)

Instructions:  Thoroughly address these topics for each adult in the home who has parenting responsibilities.


3.
Description of Adults Being Evaluated:

· Background history:

· Relationship with their own parents and siblings while growing up and currently

· Current ages and location of parents and siblings 

· Any significant family experiences (deaths, marriage, divorce, etc.)

· General character:

· How do they manage anger?

· How do they solve problems?

· How do they handle crisis situations?

· How do they discipline children?

· How they handle general disappointments?

· Health – describe both current health status and any historical health issues

· Educational background

· Any history of substance abuse, domestic violence or mental health issues

· Marital history

· Employment history

· Financial stability

· Stability of residence – assess both the stability of their current living situation and their pattern of residential stability

Instructions:  Thoroughly address these topics for each child and non-parenting adult currently living in the home.  A non-parenting adult could be an extended family member or other person in the home who will not have direct parenting responsibility for the identified child(ren).


4.
Children, Extended Family and/or Other Persons Living in the Home:

· Address the following for each child currently living in the home:

· Personality – how they see themselves and how would their parents describe them

· Any special needs of children and how those needs are being addressed

· The child’s understanding of possible changes in the family due to the placement of identified child

· School adjustment, grades, problems, and progress in school 

· Address the following for any extended family member or other adult person currently living in the home:

· What is their relationship to the identified child

· Describe their personality

· Describe what their role and interactions will be with the identified child

· Describe their relationship with other persons in the home

Instructions:  Discuss the following as it relates to ALL persons living in the home.


5.
Family Relationships Within the Home Being Evaluated:

· How do the family members relate to each other?

· What activities do they do as a family

· Family relationship with any children or adult children who do not live in the home full time or are no longer in the home (if applicable)

Instructions:  Thoroughly address these topics for each adult in the home who has parenting responsibilities.


6.
Family Child Rearing Practices and Discipline Techniques:

· Understanding of child development

· Identification of primary caretaker

· Family rules

· Discipline methods 

· Parenting style (nurturing, structured, etc.)

· Methods of dealing with typical child behavioral problems (lying, swearing, bedwetting, sexual acting out, stealing, running away, aggression, drug/alcohol use)

· Behaviors that would not be tolerable

· Any previous experience dealing with child behavioral problems 

· Assessment of attitudes toward and ability to deal with the child’s special needs, if any 

· Child care arrangements if child placed in this home

Instructions:  Thoroughly discuss the following topics.


7.
Home, Neighborhood, and Community:

· Description of the home to include:

· The sleeping arrangements for all household members and where the identified child(ren) will sleep and keep their belongings

· The cleanliness of the household 

· Adequacy of the food supply for additional child(ren)

· Any safety hazards, or that the home is free of safety hazards

· Fire exits and a family safety plan

· Firearms ownership and storage

· The outdoor space:

· Amount of space available for play or recreational activities

· Play equipment

· Any hazards or that the area is free from any hazards

· Describe the schools the child(ren) would attend

Instructions:  Thoroughly discuss the attitudes of all persons in the home, with emphasis on the parenting adults regarding the following topics.


8.
Family’s Attitudes Toward Placement and Attitudes About Working with DHS and Service Providers:

· Family’s motivation for wanting the identified child placed in their home

· Family’s feelings about the child’s background and parents

· Family’s willingness to work with the child’s parents, other extended family members, and service providers

· Family’s willingness to cooperate with DHS around ongoing monitoring and supervision of the child’s placement 

· Family’s willingness to support the child’s visitation arrangements with parents or other family members 

· Family’s ability to enforce any visitation restrictions regarding the child’s parents or other relatives

· Family’s willingness to work towards the child’s current permanency goal

· Family’s understanding of expected changes in their lifestyle that would result from the placement of the child

· Support systems available to the family

· Family’s willingness and ability to transport the child to visits, appointments, school activities, etc.

Instructions:  Obtain the names of six (6) individuals from the family who will act as a reference for the family.  Of these six persons, only one may be a family member.  The other references may be, but are not limited to, neighbors, teachers, community members, clergy, friends or co-workers.  Obtain written reference information from at least three (3) of these individuals.


9.
References – obtain written reference information from at least three (3) individuals to include the reference respondent’s impressions of the:

· General character of the family

· Ability of the adult caretaker(s) to get along with others, especially children

· Ability of the adult caretaker(s) to tolerate acting out behavior

· Ability of the adult caretaker(s) to give affection and care

· Use of drugs and alcohol within the family

· Any personal difficulties within the family that could be detrimental to a child in their care

· Marital adjustment and stability

· Would the respondent leave their own child in the family’s care for an extended period of time

· Any other concerns regarding the family

Instructions:  Obtain a Criminal History Check, Child Abuse Registry Check, and Sex Offender Registry Check on any person in the home who is 14 years old or older.  The forms needed for a Criminal History Check may be obtained from DCI by downloading them from the DCI web site http://www.state.ia.us/government/dps/dci/crimhist.htm or by calling DCI at (515) 281-4776.  A Criminal History Check must be done on each name a person has had including maiden names, previous married names or aliases.  A $13.00 fee is required for each name and payment must be included with the request unless a pre-paid account has been established.  

Child Abuse Registry Checks may be obtained by sending the request to the local DHS Office.


10.
Record Checks:


a.
The following types of records checks must be obtained on anyone in the home over 14 years of age:

· DCI Criminal Record Check – using the State of Iowa Non-Law Enforcement Record Check Request Form A and Billing Form Non-Law Enforcement Record Check

· Adult and Child Abuse Registry Check – using DHS form 470-0643, Request for Child Abuse Information

· Sex Offender Registry Check by searching http://www.iowasexoffender.com 


b.
Evaluation of Positive Record Checks:

· If the record check indicates a child abuse or criminal record finding on an individual in the family, the provider will ask the applicant to complete a Record Check Evaluation, form 470-2310

· Provider agency and DHS staff will evaluate the positive check using the following criteria:

· The nature and seriousness of the abuse or criminal record 

· The time elapsed since the commission of the abuse or crime

· Circumstances under which the abuse or crime was committed

· Degree of rehabilitation and likelihood that the person will commit adult or child abuse or criminal behavior again

· Number of abuse reports or crimes

· Provider agency and DHS staff will review the Record Check Evaluation and make a recommendation regarding approval/denial of placement with this family

Instructions:  Summarize the findings of the home study and provide any recommendations regarding the approval or denial of the placement of the child(ren) in the home.  Make the recommendations clear, and be specific about any conditions or restrictions that would effect placement.


11.
Summary and Recommendations:

· Note family’s strengths and needs

· Indicate areas where support or instruction will be needed if placement is made

· A thorough discussion of the recommendation to deny the placement of the child based on positive record checks or other concerns discovered during the course of the study OR 

· A recommendation for placement:

· Include any conditions or restrictions that would effect placement (such as:  modifications to the home, securing child care arrangements, specific services to be provided, contact between the family and child’s parents, etc.)

· Name of person completing the home study

· Agency name

· Date study completed

· Signature of person who completed the study

· Signature of supervisor
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