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November 27, 2006

Re:
Interest in Providing Drug testing Services

Dear Vendor:

The Department of Human Services is seeking information to determine the level of interest in providing a variety of drug testing services for various Department of Human Services clients across the entire state of Iowa.  While it is desirable to contract for these services from one provider for the state it is also possible to contract for these services within one or more of the eight geographic services areas within the state.  A map is included.

The collector will be responsible for providing drug testing services at the request of department staff, who will prescribe the type of testing, frequency of testing and testing period duration.

Specifically the types of drug tests which need to be available are

Urine analysis

Oral

Hair

Sweat Patch

Although all of these types of testing need to be available, the predominant method of testing is increasingly, in most areas, the sweat patch.  UAs are also common and may be exclusive in some locations.  

Collection methods 

Fixed Site Location

In Home

Emergency or Situational Provision

Although the majority of the tests are accomplished through the site based method there needs to be the availability of the other two methods of service provision.  

Laboratory Specifications

Collector will have established a working relationship with laboratory facilities capable of testing the designated sample.   This may include relationships with multiple facilities to provide testing via the various methodologies.  Each test should be for the NIDA/ SAMSHA minimum 5 panel test to include: marijuana, cocaine, PCP, amphetamines (including methamphetamine), and opiates.  Laboratories utilized for analysis will need to meet the SAMHSA and College of American Pathologists certification.  Confirmation of tests will need to be verified utilizing the GC/MS or better method.

Scope of service

Currently DHS is spending in excess of $450,000 statewide a year.  Because of the variability of the practices and the costs of individual tests it is not possible to determine how many of each type of test is being accomplished however this information or an approximation may be available at the Service Area Level.

Responses to this Request for Information should indicate the geographical extent to which the vendor would be interested in covering drug testing.  Ultimately drug testing will need to be available in every county in the state.  Responses to this letter of interest are not binding.  The responses will need to be received on or before 4:30 PM, CDT on December 4, 2006.  A Request for Proposal (RFP) will be issued early in 2007.  

Responses shall be sent to:

Kenneth A. Riedel

126 S. Kellogg

Ames, Iowa 50014

FAX         515 956 2599

E Mail     kriedel@dhs.state.ia.us
Phone      515 268 7106

Sincerely, 

Kenneth A. Riedel

Service Area Manager, Ames Service Area
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