Child Welfare Services

Provider Focus Group Questions

1-5-07

General

1.  What would it take to provide a continuum of services and supports (safety, in-home services, relative placement, foster care, reunification, permanency, group care, transition, aftercare, etc.) to serve children and their families in their home community?

Family Centered Services Safety Monitoring and Evaluation Program

2.  The BIG question in the state of Iowa and in the nation is, “what is the difference between a child being at-risk and a child being unsafe in their home?”  How would you answer that question in this community?

3.  To avoid a child being removed from the parent, what services could be provided to ensure the safety of the children in the home?

Family Centered Services Safety, Risk and Permanency Program

4.  What outcome-based performance measures should be established for these services and how should these measures be connected to provider reimbursement?

5.   How can the Department best encourage and assist providers of the new services to focus on reducing the overrepresentation of minority children and families in the child welfare system?

6.   How can the transition of children and families from the current system and current providers to the new child welfare service array be implemented most effectively?

Family Centered Services – Family Team Meetings
7.  What’s working well in the way we purchase family team meetings today?

8.  What’s not working well/what needs to be changed in the way we purchase family team meetings?

Group Care

9.   What role should group care play in the child welfare and juvenile justice array of services?

10.  What criteria should be used to identify which youth are placed in group care?

a. What are your thoughts about how long children need to remain in group care?

b. What aftercare is needed for youth discharged from group care?

11.  What do you see as the advantages and disadvantages to serving youth adjudicated child in need of assistance (CINA) and delinquent in the same facility?

Written responses may also be provided to these focus group questions by e-mailing responses to Mary Nelson at mnelson1@dhs.state.ia.us, by January 12, 2007.
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