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entoring people on how to 

have fun is a basic foundation 

of working with families and individuals 

who are battling su

b

stance abuse. 

 

  “Taking people out and doing fun 

things for people in recovery and using 

the volunteer community to show pe

o-

ple how to have fun sober is the packa

g-

ing for community [substance

-

abuse] 

treatment,” said Dr. Nicolas Taylor. Dr. 

Taylor is a licensed clinical psychologist, 

level I

II certified addictions counselor, 

and the Director of Taylor Behavioral 

Health in Montrose CO.  He was the 

featured speaker on 

the May seminar 

call and was also a presenter at the 2009 

Iowa Parent Partner Summit. 

 

  Dr Taylor offered consultation about 

community

-

based treatment and e

x-

plained the differences of 12 step pr

o-

grams. “Twelve step programs are fa

n-

ta

s

tic! Our [community

-

based treatment 

provider’s] hesitation is that it is limited 

to 12 steps. We’re trying to broaden 

that,” Dr Taylor said. 

 

  He complimented the Iowa Parent 

Par

t

ner approach and the integration of 

family treatment court. “Sometimes it 

may be a conflict of interest to serve on 

the treatment team [for family trea

t-

ment court] and also be the Parent Par

t-

ner,” Dr Taylor said. Parent Partner 

Kayla Stevenson, of Cedar Rapids, 

agreed and suggested that when there is 

a potential confl

ict, it is always best to 

approach the local Parent Partner coo

r-

dinator and work a solution. 

 

  Dr. Taylor also supports the recrui

t-

ment of high caliber volunteers and 

co

m

petent mentors who understand the 

needs and behaviors of those being 

served.  “We’re picky about who we 

will implement, as peopl

e can have all 

kinds of motives for being involved with 

community

-

based treatment. But we 

have a screening process and training 

curriculum,” said Dr. Taylor.  

 

Dr Nicolas Taylor: 
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Concerned about boundary issues?

 

1.

At 

initial 

meetings, explain the Parent Partner relationship.

 

2.

Identify what every role looks li

ke. Ask if s/he understands. Ex: “When I say I 

will help set appointments, I mean I will ask about your schedule and priorities 

so that you can decide what time and place works best. It does 

not 

mean that 

I will call and set appointments for you. Does that

 make sense?” Or ask 

parents to describe what they think the roles would look like. 

 

3.

If a parent oversteps boundaries (asks for 

money; calls late at night; etc.), ask, 

“What did I do to show you this was a part of my Parent Partner role?”
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his newsletter shares information regarding the Parent Par

t-

ner Program Seminar Call. Calls are scheduled on the Second 

Tuesday of the month from 1:30

-

3:30 pm on the following 

dates: July 

14, September 8, November 10, January 12 

(2010), and March 9 (2010), May  11 (2010)

 

Parent Partner Seminar Call Number: 1

-

866

-

68

5

-

1580 

Pa

r

ticipant Pass code: 0009990209

 

Thank you to the 7 participants 

 

·

“Finding other ways Parent Partners can be involved 

with the program when they can’t mentor.”

 

·

“Balancing my life and work so tha

t I can do my job 

better”

 

·

“We will be exploring CHATS in Maine.”

 

·

“Meeting people where they are.”

 

·

“To REALLY start educating fos

ter parents on how 

they can work with birth families.” 

 

·

“Remembering to consult with other sites for su

p-

port and information.”

 

Suggestions for the future

~ 

 

·

More emphasis on fathers 

 

·

More time for workshops

 

·

More time for networking 

 

W

hat worked well

~ 

 

·

“This is the meat of what we do. We need MORE 

of this.”

 

·

“I learned that engagement is important not only 

with parents but with supervisors as well.”

 

·

“I can’t say enough good things about this confe

r-

ence. It was well

-

done, put together. I enjoyed all 

speakers.”

 

·

“The speakers were inspiring and reminded me why 

I do this work.”

 

·

“Actually knowing WHAT I can do to advocate for 

people and how to hold parents accountable.”

 

What will be impl

emented

~ 

 

·

“Remembering which ‘wolf’ I would like to feed.” 

 

·

“Creating new and fun opportunities for people in 

recovery.”
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1305 E Walnut 
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Please direct comments and future call topics to 

Kyla Madsen

 

Phone: 515

-

725

-

0083

 

Fax: 515

-

281

-

6248

 

Email: kmadsen@dhs.state.ia.u

s

 

Keeping children safe is everybody's 

business

 

COMMUNITY PARTNERSHI

PS FOR 

PROTECTING CHILDREN

 

www.dhs.state.ia.us/cppc/

Parent_Partner_Program/

index.html

 

 

“Life isn’t about waiting for the 

storm to pass, its about learning to 

dance in the rain.”

 

~ unknown

 


