Building a Better Future Master Trainers

Gloria Johnson

Education:  

BSW University of Iowa, MPA program at ISU

Work Experience:

Currently the Project Director for the Partnership for Safe Families (PSF) for 9 years and was a founding member of the Cedar Rapids CPPC site and 14 years as Executive Director of the YWCA. Thirty years of experience working with at-risk families and children; particularly in the areas of domestic violence, sexual assault and child abuse. A member of multiple community initiatives such as: Family Drug Court, the Safe Havens Supervised Visitation program for children of parents experiencing domestic violence, Safety and Accountability Audit for Domestic Violence, and the Linn Council for the Prevention of Child Abuse. Gloria has extensive background in training and has developed and taught classes for Kirkwood Community College and co-authored “The Modern Family and the Aging Parent’. Gloria has received both national and state recognition and awards for her work with families. A Family Team Meeting facilitator for over ten years and a Family Team Meeting Trainer for five years Gloria brings a wealth of experience to the Building a Better Future Training.  

Roberta Cruz

Roberta has a BA from Buena Vista University in Psychology and Human Services; multiple years working in the field of Human services in juvenile court, in home services, and program coordination. Currently coordinating the Polk County Parent Partner Program in Des Moines, and working with families doing FSRP services.

Denise Moore

Denise is a Polk County Parent Partner and serves on the Statewide Parent Partner Steering Committee. She is a 2nd year AmeriCorps member with Prevent Child Abuse Iowa and is the program manager for Community Partnership for Protecting Children. She is currently attending Des Moines Area Community College for her Associate's degree in Human Services. She plans to continue her education at Upper Iowa University.
Christina Barger

Education: 

BA in Business from Mount Mercy College, Cedar Rapids, IA (Dean’s list)

Work Experience:

BABF Master Trainer

Currently in training to become a Family Team Meeting Facilitator and Iowa Youth Dream Team Facilitator

Certified in Instructional Techniques by Friesen, Kaye, and Associates

Certified in Advanced Instructional Design through Langevin

Parent Partner Steering Committee Member since 2007
Linda Mummert

Education: 

May 1998 Social Work, Briar Cliff College, Sioux City IA

Bachelor of Social Work (BSW) from school accredited by the Council of Social Work Education 

Work Experience: 

1999-current Social Worker II DHS Cherokee IA; 1998-1999 Community Treatment Worker Hope Haven Cherokee IA; 1997-1998 Youthworker Youth Emergency Services Center Cherokee IA; 1997-1998 Supervise Home Visits DHS Cherokee IA 

Certification and Licensing: Licensed to practice as a Bachelor of Social Work by the IA Dept of Public Health Professional Licensure; Completion of Introductory Mediation Training; Completion of Child Abuse and Dependent Adult Abuse Mandatory Reporter Training; Completion of Parenting Education Program; Completion of Domestic Violence Advocacy Training.

Marno Batterson

Marno Batterson has worked in the human services field for over 35 years, as an advocate for people with developmental disabilities; as a case manager for institutionalized children; as a frontline worker and supervisor for state child welfare services; and as an administrator for Iowa's child protective services program.  

For twelve years, Batterson worked for the Center for the Study of Social Policy to promote reform in child welfare and other family-serving systems. She has provided hands-on technical assistance on a regular basis to communities and states that include Georgia, Florida, Wisconsin, Iowa, Michigan, Arizona, and North Carolina.  She has presented widely to national and local audiences on successful efforts to improve outcomes for vulnerable children, youth, families and communities.  Currently, Batterson provides technical assistance to the Iowa Department of Human Services.  

Batterson holds a bachelor’s degree in social sciences from Drake University.  She is a recipient of the Commissioner's Award for Outstanding Leadership and Services in the Prevention of Child Abuse and Neglect by the Department of Health and Human Services, Administration on Children, Youth and Families.  She was selected as a participant in the "Messages from Research" seminars at the Dartington Social Research Institute in Dartington, England (1995).
Melissa Carter

Education: 

AA Degree Human Services

Currently attending Mount Mercy College towards my BA Degree in Social Work

Work Experience:

Family Team Meeting Facilitator

Parent Partner Master Trainer and Mentor

4 years serving on the Partnership for Safe Families Advisory Board

Group facilitation and empowering families towards a better future.
RaeAnn Barnhart

Education: 

BSW from Mount Mercy College, Cedar Rapids, IA

Work Experience:

Experienced Family Team Meeting Facilitator & Coach; 2 years Parent Partner Master Trainer and Program Coordinator; 3 years Partnership for Safe Families Steering Committee Member; Moms-Off-Meth Support Group Facilitator 3 years; Iowa Youth Dream Team Facilitator
Melony Storm

Melony Storm has been a full-time Parent Partner in Sioux Cluster of Northwest Iowa since December 2007. She serves on Cherokee Planning Council, Cherokee DEC team, Sioux Cluster Decat Governance Board, and Substance Abuse Advisory Council. She co-facilitates the Mom’s off Meth group in Cherokee. She is trained in facilitating Strengthening Families, Parent Nurturing, and Family Team Meetings. Melony has an Associate Degree in Nursing with plans to continue her education for BA in Counseling at BVU.
Kayla Stevenson

Linn County Parent Partner Mentor since August 2007

Family Team Meeting Facilitator

Building a Better Future Master Trainer

Member of local Community Partnership board

Neighborhood Partner

Sits on the Linn County Family Drug Court Treatment Team
Joyce Bruce

Education:
Iowa State University, Educational Administration, August 1992

Teacher Evaluator Administrative License, Department of Public Instruction - 1992

Drake University, Master of Science in Education, Curriculum and Instruction, 1984

Drake University, Bachelor of Science in Social Science/Special Education/Reading, 1978

Des Moines Area Community College, Ankeny, A. A., 1976

Data Driven leadership/Iowa Evaluator Approval Training, January-March, 2003

Work Experience:

Dean of Students - Des Moines Public Schools

Coordinated Adult Educational workshops - School Improvement Plan, Partners in Economic Progress, English as a Second Language workshops, PTA meetings, Parent Conferences, advisor for National Honors Society, National Council of Youth Leadership, conducted District's 504 workshops at feeder schools, supervised/delegated school district's Phase III teacher funding, designed and implemented a Mentor/Mentee Program for 100 students and 30 teachers, and organized Hoover High School's first Cultural Festival.

Jeff Liston 

Education and Licenses:

1973- BA degree from Rockford College, Rockford Il 

           Major- English    Minor- Education

LMSW- approx. 1998 to current -State of Iowa Licensed Master Degree Level of Social               Work 

Work Experience:

1983-84 Dept of Human Services Income Maintenance Worker

1984-89 Dept of Human Services Social Worker – Monroe Co Child Protective Services 

1990-92  Dept of Human Services Social Worker 3 – Ottumwa Dist. Family Therapist

1992-93  Dept of Human Services Social Worker 3-  Family Preservation worker

1993-94  Tanager Place Foster Care Specialist

1994-96   Dept of Human Services Social Worker – Monroe Co Child Protective Services

1996-99  Dept of Human Services Social Worker 4- Program Specialist

1999-2008  Dept of Human Services Social Work Supervisor

2008- current  Dept of Human Services Social Worker 3- Child Abuse Protective Worker
Amanda Lane

Amanda Lane is a Parent Partner in Marion, Madison and Warren counties.  She attends the Community Partnership steering committee meeting monthly for those counties.  She is the Parent Leader and attends various trainings and events pertaining to Community Partnership and the Parent Partner program.

